Summary: Rubric Development Workgroup for GEC Second Writing Course (367)
On November 20, 2008 the ASC Curriculum and Assessment Office hosted a voluntary workgroup group for lead instructors of the GEC Second Writing Course (367). (See agenda attached)
The impetus for this meeting emerged from a suggestion made at a GEC Second Writing Course (367) faculty focus group (held 5/19/08). The purpose of the meeting was to create a flexible template rubric that could be shared with 367 Second Writing Course instructors across the university for assessing writing for individual student evaluation and/or course level assessment. Another potential purpose could be to use the rubric to assess student learning outcomes for those who entered 367 after having bypassed English 110 with an AP score of 4 versus an AP score of 3.

The eight instructor attendees represented the departments of English, Psychology, Linguistics, Nursing, Women’s Studies, and Human and Community Resource Development. Teresa Johnson (Office of Faculty & TA Development) facilitated the discussion. Chris Manion (Writing Across the Curriculum) served as an additional facilitator and expert resource on writing rubric development. Kay Halasek attended as both a representative from the CCI Assessment Subcommittee and as a participant. Kate Hallihan (ASC Curriculum and Assessment Office) welcomed the group and summarized their findings and action steps at the end of the meeting. 

Working from the established GEC expected learning outcomes, the group developed draft rubric characteristics they felt were most important and generally applicable to student writing in any 367 course. Major themes included 

· Effective understanding and application of conventions of usage (grammar, spelling, punctuation, etc.)

· Effective statement of central claim supported by appropriate evidence

· Organization and Logic

· Creativity / Originality

· Personal and productive engagement with subject

· Rhetorical Awareness (i.e. appropriate response to audience, purpose, language, genre, subject manner)

From these characteristics, a draft rubric will be developed and placed into a shared Carmen site, to which all lead 367 instructors will be invited. Here participants can give feedback and suggestions and share existing rubrics and best practices. After a set period (2-3 weeks), a final draft of the rubric will be shared with the CCI Assessment Subcommittee for feedback. Writing Across the Curriculum (located within the Center for the Study and Teaching of Writing) has offered to publicize and host the rubric on their web site and in their quarterly notifications to 367 instructors as a resource.
GEC 367 Second Writing Course Rubric Development Workgroup

Thursday, November 20, 2008, 9-11 AM

University Hall 156 

Purpose: To create a flexible template rubric for individual student evaluation and/or course level assessment of writing that can be shared with 367 Second Writing Course peers for use as they see fit.

General Education (GE) Learning Goals & Objectives: In the Program of General Education, students will take coursework in several areas of study to achieve basic skills, competencies, and breadth of knowledge expected of an Arts and Sciences college-educated graduate.  Learning outcomes students should achieve through coursework in various categories of the General Education Curriculum (GEC) are described below.  

SKILLS- Writing and Related Skills:
Writing and Related Skills coursework develops students’ skills in written communication and expression, reading, critical thinking, and oral expression.

1. Students apply basic skills in expository writing.

2. Students demonstrate critical thinking through written and oral expression.

3. Students retrieve and use written information analytically and effectively.

Expected Learning Outcomes specific to the Second Writing Course
· Through critical analysis, discussion, and writing, students extend their ability to read carefully and express ideas effectively

· Students further develop basic skills in expository writing and oral expression

· Students further develop skills in effective communication and in accessing and using information analytically
Agenda

1. Introduction (10 min)

2. Workgroup Discussion (20 min)

3. Large Group Discussion/Rubric Generation (60 min)

4. Focus on Assessment (20 min)

5. Next Steps: Feedback, Resources, Hosting (template, examples) (10 min)

Excerpt from the 2008-09 Arts and Sciences Curriculum and Assessment Office Operations Manual regarding the intended content of 367 course (emphasis added in bold):

Second Writing Course

This course fulfills the Second Writing requirement.  Students also must take one First Writing course.  Some majors require a Third Writing course taken within the major.  

The Second Writing Course is meant to be taken during the sophomore year. It is offered by departments from across the university, should be accessible to non-majors, and is expected to include content and writings pertaining to the United States. Topics that deal with the pluralistic nature of institutions, societies, and cultures, with special attention to issues of race, gender, class, and ethnicity, are particularly appropriate. Credit for the second writing course is not allowed to count on the major. The course size is limited to 25 students per section.

